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No more double signs  

! άҌέΣ ƻǊ ά-έ ǎƛƎƴ Ŏŀƴ ƳŜŀƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΤ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ǿƻǊŘǎ ŦƻǊ ōƻǘƘ ǎƛƎƴǎΥ 

 άҌέ: positive, plus, add, _________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

ά-έ: negative, subtract, minus, ____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Circle all double signs and replace with one sign, then punch the problem in your calculator exactly as you see it!  

 

 

1:  51 + -36 ı 46 + 71 + -26   2:  15 + 62 -  +18 -  -12 -  6  

 

 

²Ƙŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƛǎ ά-άΚ  ¸ƻǳ Ƴǳǎǘ ǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƭŎǳƭŀǘƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ Ǉƻint is negative!  The only 

time ȅƻǳ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ άnegative ǎƛƎƴέ ǿƘŜƴ ŀŘŘƛƴƎ ƻǊ ǎǳōǘǊŀŎǘƛƴƎ ƛǎ to tell the calculator the first number is negative. 

 

 

3:  -32 -  +65 ı 90 -  -61 + 17     4:  -28 ı 18 + 92 + -28 + -65  

 

5:  -120 ı 85 + -62 -  +24 -  82   6:  18 ı 9 + -68 + 25 ı 98 -  -8 -  +89 

 

7:  87 -  -68 + 54 + -8 -  -12 -  +37   8:  -61 + -72 -  6 -  -35 -  +74 

 

The Big Ugly (TBU):  -125.89 + -95.32 + 58.6 -  -71.6 + 36.9 -  17.68 -  +85.13 + 98.2 -  -84.2   

 
 

TI-83 

The colored buttons on your calculator are math operations (add and subtract).  Use these 

buttons only!  Do not touch the negative sign if you want to add or subtract! 

TI-83 

The negative (-) button is only used to tell the calculator the starting point of an addition or 

subtraction problem is negative.  If the first number is negative, use this button. 

Add 

Subtract 

Negative 
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No More Double Signs 
 

Everything in math is either positive or negative; the sign of the number tells you both: (1) if it is positive or 

negative; and (2) to add or subtract when combining.  No more ά5 + -10έ  or   ά6 -  +7έΦ  A number is either + or ς! 

 
Write the following real life scenarios as a mathematical expression with one sign in front of each number 

1:  balance of your checking account is $134 
 
 
2:  write a check for $103 
 
 
3:  the temperature drops by 16 degrees, then falls another 6 degrees. 
 
 
4:  you sell $350 at a garage sale 
 
 
5:  you lose 5 points on an exam for not writing your name, but you got the extra credit right for 2 extra points 
 
 
6:  60 students left the concert early.  23 students came in late. 
 
 
7:  the fence has to be 7 feet longer 
 
 
A little ǘƻǳƎƘŜǊΧǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻƴŜ ǎƛƎƴ ŦƻǊ ŜŀŎƘ ƴǳƳōŜǊΗ 
 
9:  Starting temperature is 67 degrees; the temperature rises 15 degrees at noon, then goes up 8 more degrees 
by dinner time; the temperature then drops 19 degrees at sundown, and decreases another 5 during the night.   
 
b:  What is the final temperature? 
 
 
10:  The business account had a starting balance of $1340.  You write a check for $245; then you take $160 out 
at an ATM; then you make a deposit for $378; finally, you write another check for $29.   
 

b) What is the final balance? 

 

  Speak Geek 

Expression: numbers and/or variables put together in a mathematical sentence with + or ς signs (no equal sign). 
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No more double signs 

Find the Mistakes: 

1:  51 + -36 ı 46 + 71 + -26  2:  15 + 62 -  +18 -  -12 ı 6  3:  18 -  52+ -53 -  -12 ı 97 + -31 

     51 -  36  -  46 ς  71 ς 26        15 + 62 ς 18 ς 12 ς 6         18 ς 52 + 53 +  12 ς 97 + 31 

 

 

 

 

Prove the Commutative property by going through the following examples. 
a & b are the same problem, just a different order. Put both in the calculator; see if you get the same answer. 
 

4a:  -32 -  65 ı 90 + 61 + 17    5a:  -120 + 85 -  62 + 24 ı 82  6a:  -14 + 75 -  12 -  34 + 45  

4b:  61 ı 32 + 17 ı 65 ı 90  5b:  85 ı 62 -  82 + 24 ı 120  6b:  45 ı 12 -  34 + 75 -  14 

Now that you know the Commutative Property works: find the mistakes; why ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ problems work? 

7a:  -120 ı 85 + 62 -  24 + 82  8a:  -14 + 75 -  12 -  34 + 45  9a:  -15 ı 5 + 82 -  24 + 59  

7b:  -85 + 62 + 82 + 24 -120  8b:  45 ı 12 + 34 ı 75 + 14  9b:  -24 -  15 + 59 + 5 + 82 

 
 
Fraction Time: Get rid of double signs; Use your calculator to find the answer; put the answer as a fraction. 
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TI-83 
A fraction is a division problem in disguise.  To enter a fraction, 
simply type the top number, άҏέ, and the bottom number.  To be 
safe, put all fractions inside (); do not put the operation sign inside 
the () 

example: (3÷5) ς (5÷7) 
 

5ƻƴΩǘ ǿƻǊǊȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ǎƛƳǇƭƛŦȅƛƴƎ ƻǊ ǊŜŘǳŎƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ŀƴǎǿŜǊǎΣ ǘƘŜ 
calculator can do that: Press [Math], [1], [Enter].  You should be 
able to change any answer from decimal to fraction with the press 
ƻŦ о ōǳǘǘƻƴǎΥ άaŀǘƘΣ ƻƴŜΣ ŜƴǘŜǊέΦ 

 

Speak Geek 

Commutative Property: Do you see the άCoέ in the word Commutative?  Remember Co -άŎƘŀƴƎŜ orderέ.  It says 

you can change the order of an addition (or subtraction) problem, without changing the order. 

 

1: [Math] 

2: [1] 

3: [Enter] 
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How to Bracket 

Bracketing Terms: the first step to the bracket method is to ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ άōǊŀŎƪŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳǎέ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ 

What is the rule for bracketing:_____________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Bracket the following expressions 

1:  5x2 ς 6(3x) + 5y(8x) - 17    2:  -6x(4y) ς 7x(2y-7t) + 6z ς 8(5) + 19(-t) 

 

3:  -2(5x) + 6(2x-7+8y) + 9(3)(-7)   4:  6x2(4x) ς 2(5y)(-6)(-9y) ς 6t ς 7t3 + 2  

 

5:  -5 + 6y ς (5)(-8x)(6y) - 8t(-6x)(3y4)  ς 4(-7x) ς (-x) 

 

5ƻƴΩǘ ǇŀƴƛŎΣ stick with your rules! 

6: 5Ѝ6 + Ѝ7 3ὼ 8Ѝ7ὼ (2!)(6ὼ 5ώ)  7: 5ὼ7ώ  6ὼ2 + sin 6ὼ cos(3ὼ 9) 

 

TBU:  -6(5x) + 6x(6y)(-6) ς (4x +5-7y) ς 8(4)(-6) + 5x ς 6(-x)(-y) + 4 ς 6(-8) ς 2 + 9x(-3x)(-6x) 

 

How well have you trained your eyes?  Without bracketing, write the number terms in each expression? 

8:  5x(-40) ς 7(-3)  ς (3x-4) ς (3-6y)   9:  4(3x)(4y)(-5z) ς 2(3) ς (53y) ς 2(-5)  

 

10:  -6(3x)(-6y) ς 6x ς 6(4x-7) - 6(7)   11:  -5x(7y)(-6)  ς 2x2 + 5(-3x-2y2)  ς x(5y) + (-t) 

 

 

 

 

  

Speak Geek 

Term: a part of a mathematical expression or equation separated by + or ς signs. 
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